
VALENTINA
SAMPAIO

Valentina Sampaio is a Brazilian supermodel and activ-
ist who believes in using her voice, position and plat-
form to create change within the fashion industry and 
beyond. In the last few years, Valentina has set a lot 
precedents: the first trans model to appear on the cov-
er of Vogue Paris; the first trans model to be welcomed 
into the Victoria’s Secret family, and the first trans mod-
el to be featured in Sports Illustrated. 

https://www.iconicmanagement.com/female-models/image/739-valentina-sampaio/
http://www.iconicmanagement.com
https://www.instagram.com/valentts/


BIOGRAPHY

Born and raised by her mother, a lacemaker and father, a fisherman, 
in a small fishing village in northern Brazil, Valentina always dreamed 
of becoming a model as a child. 

Sampaio initially studied architecture in Fortaleza, but she dropped 
out at 16 to study fashion. It was there that a makeup artist discovered 
her and signed her with a São Paulo modeling agency.

In 2016, Valentina walked her first runway at São Paulo Fashion Week. 
Since then, Valentina’s career has been marked with important his-
toric milestones such as becoming the first transgender model to be 
featured on the cover of the iconic fashion publication, Vogue Paris 
in 2017, shot by Mert and Marcus. Entitled “Transgender Beauty”, the 
cover propelled Valentina to new heights within the fashion industry. 
Later that year, she appeared on the covers of Vogue Brasil that was 
followed by such magazines like Vogue Germany, Vogeu Netherlands, 
Elle France, Elle Brasil, Elle Mexico, L’Officiel Brasil, Harper’s Bazaar 
Singapore, Harper’s Bazaar Spain among others.

In 2019, Valentina broke more boundaries and became the first trans-
gender model to be signed by Victoria’s Secret. Of the signing, she 
said: “Being appointed the first transgender model for the brand is a 
hugely important moment not only for myself but for my community 
and beyond. I hope this can be a huge step toward more inclusivity 
and representation for everybody.”

Moreover, in 2020 Sampaio became the first transgender model to 
appear in Sports Illustrated.

Besides historical achievements in fashion industry, Valentina has 
been a vocal advocate for transgender equality and awareness in 
Brazil ever since she graced the cover of Vogue Paris. 



VICTORIA’S SECRET
Raised in Aquiraz, Ceará, during the height of the 2000s Brazilian-model 
wave, Sampaio hoped to one day join the ranks of Victoria’s Secret’s 
supermodel roster. “Like so many, V.S. has always represented a dream to 
me,” she says, citing the prolific careers of former Brazilian Angels Gisele 
Bündchen and Adriana Lima as sources of inspiration. In August 2019 her 
dream came true: Valentina became the first openly transgender model to 
work with the lingerie giant in its 42-year history.



Victoria’s Secret x For Love & Lemons Victoria’s Secret Holidays 2020

Victoria’s Secret Body Collection 2020



OTHER 
CAMPAIGNS



COVERS



mars n°975

3’:HIKPPJ=UUY^U]:?a@t@h@p@a";
M 05590 - 975 - F: 4,90 E - RD

F
R

A
N

C
E

 M
É

T
R

O
P

O
L

IT
A

IN
E

 4,90 €, D
O

M
 B

A
T

E
A

U
 6,95 €, AV

IO
N

 15,95 €.  
T

O
M

 1150 X
PF. A

L
L

E
M

A
G

N
E

 11,90 €. AU
T

R
IC

H
E

 11,95 €. B
E

L
G

IQ
U

E
 5,50 €.  

C
A

N
A

D
A

 11,95 $. G
R

A
N

D
E

-B
R

E
T

A
G

N
E

 4,95 £. SU
ISSE

 10,90 C
H

F. E
SPA

G
N

E
 5,95 €. 

F
IN

L
A

N
D

E
 12,95 €. G

R
È

C
E

 7,50 €. IT
A

L
IE

 5,90 €. JA
P

O
N

 2 950 ¥. L
U

X
E

M
B

O
U

R
G

 6,50 €. 
PA

Y
S-B

A
S 7,20 €. A

N
D

O
R

R
E

 6,90 €. P
O

R
T

U
G

A
L

 C
O

N
T

IN
E

N
T

A
L

 7,90 €. U
SA

 15,95 $.
V

O
G

U
E

 •  N
°  975 •  M

A
R

S 2017  V
ogue / L

es P
ublications C

ondé N
ast S.A

. / w
w

w.vogue.fr

975_COUVERTURE-revocato.indd   1 03/02/17   15:49VOG975_X4_RGB.indd   1 07/02/17   15:39



EDITORIALS



SPORTS ILLUSTRATED SWIMSUIT 2020
BY JOSIE CLOUGH



HARPER’S BAZAAR SPAIN NOVEMBER 2020
BY XAVI GORDO



HARPER’S BAZAAR SINGAPORE OCTOBER 2020
BY CLAIRE ROTHSTEIN



ELLE BRAZIL AUGUST 2020
BY LUFRE



VOGUE NETHERLANDS JANUARY 2020
BY CASPER KOFI



ELLE FRANCE OCTOBER 2019
BY SEBASTIAN KIM



L’OFFICIEL BRAZIL DECEMBER 2018
BY FERNANDO TOMAZ

ELLE MEXICO JUNE 2019 
BY TIGRE ESCOBAR



122 VOGUE AUGUST 2017

Diese Seite: Knielanger Nerzmantel mit Ziegenhaar-Intarsien und Corsagengürtel aus Nappaleder, von BOT TEGA VENETA . Ethnocollier: PEBBLE LONDON . 
Rechte Seite: Knielanger, seitlich geschlitzter Wollmantel, um 1395 $, taillierter Wollblazer, um 1195 $, und passende Marlenehose, um 645 $,  

von STELL A M CCARTNEY . Weiße Sportjacke mit roten Streifen, um 65 $, von PUMA . Baseballcap: MAISON MICHEL . Rollerblades: VEJA X FL ANEURZ .

123

VOGUE GERMANY AUGUST 2017
BY GIAMPAOLO SGURA

130 VOGUE AUGUST 2017

Diese Seite: Von einem 
Kochoutfit inspiriertes 
Baumwollkleid mit 
 passender Mütze, von 
VAQUERA . Überlange 
blaue Denimjeans, um 
265 $, von DRIES VAN 

NOTEN . Linke Seite: 
Schwarzes Baumwolltop 
mit weißen Rüschen,  
um 690 $, schwarze 
7/8-Baumwollhose, um 
540 $, und schwarzer 
Wollhut von JACQUEMUS .

131



ELLE BRAZIL JULY 2017
BY LUCAS BOCCALÃO

MADAME FIGARO JULY 2019
BY JUAN ALDABALDETRECU



VOGUE PARIS MARCH 2017
BY MERT&MARCUS
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VOGUE BRAZIL MARCH 2017
BY MAR+VIN



Sampaio is committed to using her platform to amplify trans commu-
nity. At present, trans rights in Brazil are almost non-existent. The 
nation’s idyllic landscape conceals an ugly legacy of violence against 
trans people: it is ranked the number one country for murders of 
trans people according to the Trans Murder Monitoring Project. 
In June, Valentina joined Barack Obama and Taylor Swift at Pride 
Live’s annual Stonewall Day, a virtual event that raised awareness 
and support for the Stonewall legacy.

ACTIVISM

For Sampaio, the opportunity to join in the fight for equality aligned 
with her philosophy:

“I try to lead by example, walk the talk, transmit love to the world, 
plant a little seed of understanding and acceptance in people’s hearts, 
one person at a time. I believe that better people build a better world 
for all of us, and I stand for any and everyone who, like me, suffers 
prejudice for not fitting into society’s standards.”

Read VOGUE interview here

https://www.vogue.com/article/valentina-sampaio-pride-protecting-trans-rights-interview


INTERVIEW
Published on Numero Russia September 2019





MORE INTERVIEWS:

VOGUE PARIS: An exclusive interview with rising supermodel Valentina Sampaio

VOGUE: For Valentina Sampaio, Victoria’s Secret Is Only the Beginning

VOGUE: Valentina Sampaio Makes History as Sports Illustrated’s First Trans Model

SKY NEWS: Valentina Sampaio: Sports Illustrated features first transgender model

THE FASHIONOGRAPHY: A frank discussion with transgender model Valentina Sampaio. We get 
her take on defying standards, embracing gender fluidity and what the fashion industry can do to 
embrace diversity.

VOGUE: Sports Illustrated model and trans activist Valentina Sampaio on the importance of self-
care

https://www.vogue.fr/fashion/top-models/diaporama/exclusive-interview-with-valentina-sampaio-transgender-model-on-cover-of-vogue-paris-march/41183
https://www.vogue.com/article/valentina-sampaio-victorias-secret-interview
https://www.vogue.com/article/valentina-sampaio-becomes-sports-illustrated-first-trans-model
https://news.sky.com/story/valentina-sampaio-sports-illustrated-features-first-transgender-model-12026201
https://www.vogue.com/article/valentina-sampaio-pride-protecting-trans-rights-interview
https://thefashionography.com/valentina-sampaio-interview/
https://thefashionography.com/valentina-sampaio-interview/
https://thefashionography.com/valentina-sampaio-interview/
https://www.vogue.in/beauty/content/sports-illustrated-model-and-trans-activist-valentina-sampaio-on-the-importance-of-self-care
https://www.vogue.in/beauty/content/sports-illustrated-model-and-trans-activist-valentina-sampaio-on-the-importance-of-self-care


@valentts

https://www.instagram.com/valentts/
https://www.instagram.com/valentts/
https://www.instagram.com/valentts/


Agent Ingo Nolden in@iconicmanagement.com

VALENTINA
SAMPAIO
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