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Valentina Sampaio is a Brazilian supermodel and activ-
ist who believes in using her voice, position and plat-
form to create change within the fashion industry and
beyond. In the last few years, Valentina has set a lot
precedents: the first trans model to appear on the cov-
er of Vogue Paris; the first trans model to be welcomed
into the Victoria's Secret family, and the first trans mod-
el to be featured in Sports lllustrated.



https://www.iconicmanagement.com/female-models/image/739-valentina-sampaio/
http://www.iconicmanagement.com
https://www.instagram.com/valentts/

Born and raised by her mother, a lacemaker and father, a fisherman,
in a small fishing village in northern Brazil, Valentina always dreamed
of becoming a model as a child.

Sampaio initially studied architecture in Fortaleza, but she dropped
out at 16 to study fashion. It was there that a makeup artist discovered
her and signed her with a Sao Paulo modeling agency.

In 2016, Valentina walked her first runway at Sao Paulo Fashion Week.
Since then, Valentina's career has been marked with important his-
toric milestones such as becoming the first transgender model to be
featured on the cover of the iconic fashion publication, Vogue Paris
in 2017, shot by Mert and Marcus. Entitled “Transgender Beauty”, the
cover propelled Valentina to new heights within the fashion industry.
Later that year, she appeared on the covers of Vogue Brasil that was
followed by such magazines like Vogue Germany, Vogeu Netherlands,
Elle France, Elle Brasil, Elle Mexico, L'Officiel Brasil, Harper's Bazaar
Singapore, Harper’'s Bazaar Spain among others.

In 2019, Valentina broke more boundaries and became the first trans-
gender model to be signed by Victoria’'s Secret. Of the signing, she
said: “Being appointed the first transgender model for the brand is a
hugely important moment not only for myself but for my community
and beyond. | hope this can be a huge step toward more inclusivity
and representation for everybody.”

Moreover, in 2020 Sampaio became the first transgender model to
appear in Sports lllustrated.

Besides historical achievements in fashion industry, Valentina has
been a vocal advocate for transgender equality and awareness in
Brazil ever since she graced the cover of Vogue Paris.

BIOGRAPHY



VICTORIAS SECRET

Raised in Aquiraz, Ceard, during the height of the 2000s Brazilian-model
wave, Sampaio hoped to one day join the ranks of Victoria’s Secret’s
supermodel roster. “Like so many, V.S. has always represented a dream to
me,” she says, citing the prolific careers of former Brazilian Angels Gisele
Biindchen and Adriana Lima as sources of inspiration. In August 2019 her
dream came true: Valentina became the first openly transgender model to
work with the lingerie giant in its 42-year history.



Victoria’s Secret x For Love & Lemons

Victoria’s Secret Body Collection 2020
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SPORTS ILLUSTRATED SWIMSUIT 2020
BY JOSIE CLOUGH




Chaqueta de seda, pan-
talén y cinturén anche,
ambos de terciopelo, y
pendientes geometricos;
en la otra pag., vestido
de seda y terciopelo con
lentejuelas bordadas y
zapatos de piel charol

y PVC, todo de
GIORGIO ARMANI.

HARPER’S BAZAAR SPAIN NOVEMBER 2020
BY XAVI GORDO
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Brazilian glamazon Valentina Sampaio plays princess for a day in damask dresseswith dramatic sleeves,

NRRYRY, whilethe cloak ofniéht covers herin the sexiest black confections with cutoutsin all the right places.
! Photographed by Claire Rothstein.
Styled by Windy Aulia
!
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T FALL 2020 redefines FEMININITY
o stanmne VALENTINA SAMPAIO : .

Dress; pumps, Loewe

HARPER’S BAZAAR SINGAPORE OCTOBER 2020
BY CLAIRE ROTHSTEIN
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ELLE BRAZIL AUGUST 2020

BY LUFRE



VOGUE NETHERLANDS JANUARY 2020

BY CASPER KOFI
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ELLE FRANCE OCTOBER 2019

BY SEBASTIAN KIM
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ELLE MEXICO JUNE 2019

BY TIGRE ESCOBAR

LCOFFICIEL BRAZIL DECEMBER 2018

BY FERNANDO TOMAZ
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MADAME FIGARO JULY 2019
BY JUAN ALDABALDETRECU
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BRAZIL JULY 2017

BY LUCAS BOCCALAO
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VOGUE BRAZIL MARCH 2017

BY MAR+VIN

TRENCH COAT

O casaco nascido para
enfrentar trincheiras

¢ pega-chave deste
inverno, aparecendo

em malteriais gue pao
além da gabardine,
comao e tecido com

brilho que lembra vinil.
Bringue cont um mix de
xadrezes contrastande a
padronagem do

forro com um blazer
usado sob o casaco.

Para pantuar e look,
sanddlia com meia
SEEUE Come

11 [ styling quente
! Trench coat Burberry
| (RS 9.495), blazer
Forum (RS 698), jaqueta
(RS 989) e saia (RS 669),
ambas Twenty Four
Seven, boina Frou Frou
Brechd, bolsa Aila (RS 150),
5 colar Miiam Mamber
)\ (RS 7.700), meias
) Lupo (RS 30) e sapatos
Santa Lolla (RS 370)

5‘

\

TONS
MILITARES
As jaquetas camufladas
aparecem mais justas e
formam looks sofisticados
usados com alfaiataria. Nos
pes, aposte em botas-meias no
mesmo tom do look - o sapato
¢ tendéncia da estacao

Maxicolete 2Essential no
Shop2gether (RS 799), jaqueta Le
Lis Blanc (R$ 1.499), camisa Canal
(R$ 1.799), calca Ralph Lauren

(R$ 5.200), pochete Gucci (RS 4.310),
brincos Marisa Clermann (R$ 4.900)
e botas Paula Torres (R$ 698)



Sampaio is committed to using her platform to amplify trans commu-
nity. At present, trans rights in Brazil are almost non-existent. The 5= PRIDE LIVE

nation’s idyllic landsca.pe conceals an ugly legacy of violence against sT N Ew ALL

trans people: it is ranked the number one country for murders of
trans people according to the Trans Murder Monitoring Project.
In June, Valentina joined Barack Obama and Taylor Swift at Pride n AY
Live’s annual Stonewall Day, a virtual event that raised awareness
and support for the Stonewall legacy.

For Sampaio, the opportunity to join in the fight for equality aligned
with her philosophy:

[ try to lead by example, walk the talk, transmit love to the world,
plant a little seed of understanding and acceptance in people s hearts,
one person at a time. 1 believe that better people build a better world
Jor all of us, and I stand for any and everyone who, like me, suffers
prejudice for not fitting into society s standards.”

Valentina Sampaio
Read VOGUE interview here Stonewall Day Ambassador


https://www.vogue.com/article/valentina-sampaio-pride-protecting-trans-rights-interview

INTERVIEW

BaneHTuHa, gna MeHa OGonblas 4YecTb, 4TO Bbl
ABNAeTECh Halleil MoOenbio Mo pacluMpeHWio npas
eHWNH! Bbl HeopOWHapHLIA
4enoBekK, W Bbl — WCTWHHOE BOOXHOBEHWE ONSA
Mogeneil Bcex NonoB 1 HauoHaneHocTen!

N BO3MOXHOCTEN

— C Kakvmu TPYAHOCTAMM Bbl CTONKHYNWCH

B Ha4ane cBoel MofeNbHOWN Kapbepbl?

— BHavane 6bino o4YeHb TPYAHO, MEHR YBONWNW
C MHOTUWX pa6oT TONbKO 3a TO, 4TO A €CTh, M CErogHs
Mbl BCE ellle cTpadaeM NpedpaccygKkamu, CKaem,
3TO LeHa, KOTOPYH Mbl QONXKHbI 3aNNaTnTe, NOTOMY
4TO Mbl HE COOTBETCTBYEM CTaH4apTaM.

— Kak Bbl 60peTech ¢ HUMKU?

— #lnpocTo He onycTNa ronoBy W Hallna B cete cunbl ObiTh
CUnbHEe BCEro OCTansHOro. A Beplo B cefs 1 B NG0BE.

— Bbl ogHaXAabl cKasanu B MHTEpPBbLHo, YTO ANs Bac
Ba)HO cnomaTh 6apbepkl NpeapaccyaAKoB. Kakum
MoXeT 6bITb CNeAyoLMA War K Bawlen uenn?

— CKaXem, 4YTO 3TOT MNpouecc Bce elle HaxoauTcs
B Havane, No3TOMY NPeACTOUT ellle MHoroe caenath,
NOCKONbKY BCe ellle CYLWecTBYeT MHOXECTBO
npeaybexaeHnn, KOTopkble MOXHO CNOMAaThE.

-~ Kak Bbl BocnpUHUMaeTe KPUTUKY?

— HezaBucumo OT Toro, XopolivMe WAW NNoxue
OT3bIBLI A NONy4Yato, § BCcerfa cTapakch PpasBUBaThLCH
W YUUTbCS YeMy-To BonbllaMy.

- Kak uacTo Bbl cTankuBaeTech ¢ HApPYLLeHUAMMA
npae? 3To B OCHOBHOM U3-33 MY>XUYUH UK
HEeHLWMHT?

Published on Numero Russia September 2019

Valentina, it's a big honor to have you as our women-
empowerment issue model! You are an extraordinary
person and your are true inspiration for models of all
genders and nationalities!

- What difficulties of modeling did you encounter at
the start of your career?

—At the beginning it was very difficult | was canceled
from many jobs just for being who | am and Today
we still suffer prejudice, let’s say that it is the price
we have to pay because we do not fit the standards.
- How do you fight them?

- | just didn’t down my head and | found the strength
inside me to be stronger than anything else. | believe
in myself and in Love.

- You once said in an interview that it is important
for you to break down the barriers of prejudice.
What could be the next step to your goal?

- Let's say that this process is still at the beginning
so there is a lot more to do as there is still a lot of
prejudice to break down.

- How do you perceive criticism?

- Independently the good or bad feedbacks | receive
I’'m always trying to evolve and to learn something
more.

- How often do you run into rights abuses? Is it
mostly because from men's or from women'’s
sides?

— | think I'm a lucky person to be where | am today
and frankly speaking | do not suffer them that




- 4 pymato, 4YTo MHe noBeano ObITk Tam, rae A
CerofHs, W, 48CTHO TOBOPSA, 5 He TaK CUIbHO
CTpafalo OT HUX, HO, K COXKaneHuto, peanbHoCcTe ANA
OONbLWWHCTBA U2 HAC «TPaHC» HAMHOTO ChoXXHee,
4yeM ModA. [axke ecnu B MogHom Ou3Hece #A Bce
ewe cTpagal npegpaccygkaMv, TO A cyuTaw cedn
NPUBWUNErMPOBAHHOM, MOTOMY 4TO Y MHOTMX W3 Hac
HET TOW NOAAEPXKW, KOTOPYID WMel 8 Wnu HeT
noafepxku sooble, n aTo pasbuBaeT Moe cepple,
NMOTOMY 4TO HENErko CTONIKHYTLCA C MWU3HLIO, Korga
Bbl He cooTBeTcTByeTe «ofpasyam», KOTOpble
0BLIECTBO CYUTAET CTaHOapTaMM.

— Mo4emy Bbl pelunnmn cTatb Moaenso?

- A Bcerga Gbina BnleGneHa B Mody, BCeneHHyo
WCKYCCTBA U apXUTeKTYPbI, U A YHUNAack B WKoNe Modbl
B Konnegxe, 4Tobbl Honblle ysHaTbe O MUPEe MOAbl.
B aTol WKone mMofAbl MHe MpefnoXxunm HebonbLy
paboTy B Ka4ecTBe MOAenu, W Oake ecnu aTo Bbino
He Tak NpocTo U3-2a NpeayGexaeHns, A He caasanace
U Budena B 3TOM BO3MOXHOCTb OGOpOThLCH, Kak
3a cebs, Tak 1 3a NJei, KOTopele, Kak 1 8, cTpagann
OT NPefpacCyAKoER 8a To, KTO Thbl 8CTh.

— Y7o 66l Bbl NOCOBETOBANMU ANA MoAenel, KoTopblie
TONBKO HAYMHAaKT CBO Kapbepy?

— To, 4TO A MOTY UM CKasaTb — 3TO 6bITk CUNbHONM,
cocpefoToYeHHOW, BepuTk B ceBa W HWKorga
He cpaBaTbcA, aTa paboTa MoxeT ObiTb O4YeHb
Hanps»eHHoN, ©cobeHHO MANf BalWero pasyma,
aTakXe genarth 370 ¢ 60NbLWON CTRACTLH), HACKONBKO
3TO BO3MOXHO, OHa Bcerga nomoraer!

— Bbl BHecnun orpoMHeIi BKNag B MUPOBYHO
ncropuro NIFET-o6wectea. MHaycTpua moasl —
eAvHCcTBeHHad cepa, rae Bawn nocnegoBarenm
MOryT YyBCTBOBaTb cebs yBepeHHo?

— # gymato, HTO B MUPE MOAbl BCE MOXET NpoTeKaTh
HemHoro 6onee CBOGOAHO, W Mbl Oa)<e OBUMXEMCH
Bnepen HebGonbWWMMKW waramu. A OelcTBUTENLHO
Hagetock, 4To B 6nwkanwem Bygyuiem ato Gonblle
He ©ypet Tady WNM HOBOCTLID. BO3MOXHOCTW
CYLLUECTEYIOT paBHble ONA BCEX Ha Ka goMm padovem
mecTe. Mbl He AOMXKHBI Mo2BONAThE, 4TOOLI KTO-TO
Obll OrpaHW4YeH B CBOUX paboqdMX BO3MOXHOCTAX
TONBKO ANSA TOro, 4TobBkl BEITE caMUM COBO.

— CuyuTaeTe Nu Bl ce6a NpUMepom Ans
nogpaxanna? Movemy?

- Hy, 8 ewe Tak mMonoga, 4To He YBEepeHa, 4TO
MeHs MNoKa MOXHO cYUTaTbh npumMmepom. YHYTobsbl
6bITe NpUMepoM, Ha Mol Barnsg, TpebyeTcs
GbiTe Gonee 3pefNioil U ONBITHON JKeHWWHOW. YTO
A MOry CKazaTbk, TakK 3T0 TO, 4TO, MOXeT BbiTh,
MHOTMe Monopkie NAW CMOTPAT Ha MEHA Kak
HAa BOOXHOBEHWE, U, KOHEYHO, A MONbLLEHA 3TUM,
A MpocCTO cTapakck AenaTk BCE BO3MOXHOE
B CBOeil paboTe, Kak U B CBOEN KU3HW.

- Kakue NUYHOCTHLIe 0CO6E@HHOCTU HYXKHO UMETh,
4yTo6bl HEe NOTEPATL camoo6nagaHue B MOOHOM
6uaHece?

— KoHe4Ho, B aToil paboTe Yy Bac AQONXKHo GbITb
MHOro TEpRMeHWs, MOCKONBKY 3TO [eACTBUTENbHO
6ecnokKoWHO, W Bbl Bceraa [A0MKHbBI  BbITh
COCpPefoTOoYeHbl, MOTOMY YTO Bbl HUKOTAA HE 3HaeTe,
4YTO MPOW30WAET, MOKA 3TO HE NponsongeT (cMmeeTcs)

much but unfortunately the reality for most of us
«trans» is much more difficult than mine. Even
if in the fashion bizz | still do suffer prejudice
| consider myself a privileged, because many
of us do not have that support that | have or no
support at all and it breaks my heart, becauss it
is not easy to face life out there when you do not
fit the «patterns» that society considers to be the
standards.

- Why did you decide to become a model?

- I've always been in love with the Fashion, the
art and architecture universe and | attended a
fashion school at college so | could get more
knowledge about the fashion world. In this
fashion school they offered me some small jobs
as model and even if it was not that easy due to
the prejudice didn’t give up and | saw it also as
an opportunity to fight, both for myself and for
the people who, like me suffered prejudice, for
being who you are.

- What would you advise for models, who are just
starting their career?

—What | can say to them is to s be strength, focused,
to believe in themself and never give up, this job can
be really stressful especially for your mind, and also
to do it with much passion as possible, it always
helps!

- You have made a huge contribution to the world
history of LGBT society. Fashion industry is the

only area where your followers can feel confident?
— | think that in the fashion world things can flow
a little more freely and we are moving forward
even in small steps | really hope that in the near
future this will be no longer a taboo or a news .
Opportunities exist equal for everyone in every
workplace. We don't have to let that anybody
shall be limited in his job opportunities just for
being himself.

- Do you consider yourself an example to follow?
Why?

— Well | am still so young that I'm not sure that | can
be considered an example yet. To be an example
in my opinion it requires to be a more mature and
experlenced woman. What | can say Is that maybe a
lot of youngs look at me as an inspiration and for sure
I'm honored of that, I'm just trying to do my best in
my job as in my life.

- What personal features do you need to have

in order not to lose self-control in the fashion
business?

— For sure in this job you must have a lot of patience
as it is really hectic and you always have to be
focused, because you never know what is going to
happen until it happens (Lol):

- Who inspires you the most?

- My mother for sure! She s my greatest example
and motivation.

— What are your favorite female literary characters?
What their character traits would you like to have?

— |t is Gabriela, clove and cinnamon by Jorge Amado.
This is one of the most popular characters in Brazilian
literature. Gabriela is the embodiment of the changes

- Kro BgoxHoBnsieT Bac 6onblue Bcero?

— Mos mama TodHo! OHa MOoW nydHWuiA npumep
U MOTUBALINA.

— Kakue Bawmu nro6uMble }eHcKue nuTepaTtypHbie
nepcoHaxu? Kakue yepTbl Mx xapaktepa Bbl
XoTenun 661 UMeTL?

- 310 «labpuana, reoszguMka W Kopuuar» MopXu
Amagy. 3To oAMH M2 caMmbIX  NonynapHbIX

nepcoHaXei B 6pasnnbckoi nuTepaType.
[abpuana - BOMNOLWEHWE MWEMeHeHWH, KoTopble
noTRACHK TpagWUWOHHO natpuapxansHoe

W apxaudHoe OOLIECTBO TOro BpemMmeHW. XapakTep
npegcraenAan cobol NPOTUEONONOMHOCTE TOIC, 4TO
E COUMaNEHOM OTHOLWEeHWW OXIOanock OT XeHLWWHEBI
BO BpeMS HanncaHus poMaHa, NoToMy YToy Hee Bbina
o4YeHbe CUNBHEA NWYHOCTE, CMenas W C YYBCTBOM
crnpaeegnnMBOoCTH.

raﬁpm:-my TaKXe OnNnUMceIBAKDT KakK CKPOMHY O
OeBYLWKY, NPOCTbIMW W  HauBHbIMK cnocobamm,
HO o6nagaTeneHWLUEN HECPABHEHHOW KpPAacoThl
U HYBCTBEHHOCTN.

- Kakunmn KadYecTeamu, nNo BalleMmy MHeHWHo,
AOMKHa o6nafaTb cCOBpeMeHHan XeHwuHa?

- A CHWTA, 4TO COBpeMeHHana MeHLlWHa JonxHa
WMeTeE MHOMBUOYaNnbHOCTE U XXeHCTBEHHOCThL.

- no,qenwrec:h C HaMn oaHUM U3 NYYLLUX MOMEeHTOB
B Balleil XXuaHn!

— J'Iy'-n.ume MOMEHTElI B MOei XWU3HW — aTo Korga A
c CQMbQﬁ, 1z KOTOpOIﬁ A y3Han, HackKonbkKo LUeHHbl
W Ba)XHbl 3TV MOMEHTBI. M3-3a Moeil paboThl 8§ MHOTO
NYTelecTBYIO U He BMXKY MX TaK 4acTo.

— Ecnu 6bl Bbl XOTeAW 4YTO-TO K3MEHWTL B 3TOM
Mupe, 4To 6bl 3TO 6bINO7?

— A xoTena 6bl Gonbwe nwWBBU W yBaXKeHWA ApPYr
K APYTY B 3TOM MUpPE, NONTHOM HeHaeucTh. 5 Hagewchb
coenaTtk ero ny4uwe ¢ MoOMM HebonbWKUM 1 CKPOMHEIM
BKNagom.

that shocked the traditionally patriarchal and archaic
society of that time.

The character represented the opposite of what
was socially expected of a woman at the time the
novel was written because she had a very strong
personality, bold and with a sense of fairness.
Gabriela is also described as a humble girl, in simple
and naive ways, but owner of an incomparable beauty
and sensuality.

- What qualities do you think needs to have a
modern woman?

—|think that the modern woman must have personality
and femininity.

— Share with us one of the best moments in your
life!

— The best moments of my life are when | am with
my family from which | learned how valuable and
precious those moments are. Due to my job | travel a
lot and | can’t see them as often.

- If you wanted to change something in this world,
what would it be?

— | would like more love and respect for each others
in this world full of hate. | hope to make it better with
my small and humble contribution.




MORE INTERVIEWS:

VOGUE PARIS: An exclusive interview with rising supermodel Valentina Sampaio

VOGUE: For Valentina Sampaio, Victoria’'s Secret Is Only the Beginning

VOGUE: Valentina Sampaio Makes History as Sports lllustrated’s First Trans Model

SKY NEWS: Valentina Sampaio: Sports lllustrated features first transgender model

THE FASHIONOGRAPHY: A frank discussion with transgender model Valentina Sampaio. We get

her take on defying standards, embracing gender fluidity and what the fashion industry can do to

embrace diversity.

VOGUE: Sports lllustrated model and trans activist Valentina Sampaio on the importance of self-
care



https://www.vogue.fr/fashion/top-models/diaporama/exclusive-interview-with-valentina-sampaio-transgender-model-on-cover-of-vogue-paris-march/41183
https://www.vogue.com/article/valentina-sampaio-victorias-secret-interview
https://www.vogue.com/article/valentina-sampaio-becomes-sports-illustrated-first-trans-model
https://news.sky.com/story/valentina-sampaio-sports-illustrated-features-first-transgender-model-12026201
https://www.vogue.com/article/valentina-sampaio-pride-protecting-trans-rights-interview
https://thefashionography.com/valentina-sampaio-interview/
https://thefashionography.com/valentina-sampaio-interview/
https://thefashionography.com/valentina-sampaio-interview/
https://www.vogue.in/beauty/content/sports-illustrated-model-and-trans-activist-valentina-sampaio-on-the-importance-of-self-care
https://www.vogue.in/beauty/content/sports-illustrated-model-and-trans-activist-valentina-sampaio-on-the-importance-of-self-care
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Stonewall Day Ambassador
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